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1.PROPERTiESNatural gas is a fossil fuel that forms from the 
decay of once living things, like plankton in 
the oceans. It builds up in sedimentary rock. 

Natural gas is colorless, tasteless and odorless. It is 
mostly methane, CH4. It burns to form carbon dioxide 
and water.

2. EXPLORATiONSatellites and seismic imaging are oft en 
used to fi nd natural gas pockets in 
sedimentary rock. Informati on from 

existi ng and new wells, magnetometers and gravimeters 
are also used to locate natural gas deposits. Natural gas 
is pulled from wells both on land and off shore. It is oft en 
pumped from a well along with oil. Other sources include 
coal bed methane, shale gas and landfi ll gas. The rock 
may need to be fractured to allow gas to fl ow through it.

3. PROCESSiNG AND TRANSPORTATiON
Before natural gas can be used it must 
be purifi ed to separate liquids and other 

chemicals from the methane. Gathering pipelines carry 
raw natural gas to a processing plant. Interstate pipelines 
carry gas long distances to local distributi on systems. 
Compressor stati ons keep gas fl owing through over 
two million miles of pipe across the country.

4. ENViRONMENT
Natural gas is a cleaner and more effi  cient 
fossil fuel, creati ng less air polluti on and 
carbon dioxide (CO2) for the amount 

of energy produced than coal or oil products. Strict 
regulati ons and standards on natural gas producti on, 
transportati on, distributi on and storage help protect the 
environment.

5.USESNatural gas is used for heati ng air and water 
in a building, cooking, transportati on and for 
generati ng electricity. Natural gas supplies 

about one-third of all the energy used in the United States. 
It is used in homes and also in industry, businesses and 
to fuel vehicles. Natural gas is the fuel of choice for new 
power plants. It is also a good source of hydrogen for fuel 
cells, which can power buildings and cars. Natural gas is 
used commercially in products and industry.  For example, 
it can be an ingredient used to make ferti lizer, anti freeze, 
plasti c, medicine, fabric and many chemicals. It is also used 
as a heat source for making glass, steel, cement, ceramics 
and many other items.

6.  EFFiCiENCYAdjusti ng the temperature of thermostats 
for the season is the way to see the biggest 
impact on energy bills. Lowering the water 

heater temperature, taking shorter showers and using 
high effi  ciency shower heads and faucets to reduce hot 
water use will help conserve natural gas and reduce 
energy costs.

7. SAFETYNatural gas is an important part of our nati on’s 
energy portf olio and using it safely is very 
important. Mercaptan is added to natural gas 

to make it smell like rott en eggs. If you smell it, get out 
of the building immediately. To avoid hitti  ng a natural gas 
pipe, always call 811 before any digging project so pipes 
can be located and marked.
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